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freedom. It dramatized or crystallized in a concentrated
form the idea that Indians were not free. If 20,000
Indians gathered in a place for however innocent a pur-
pose and a handful of Englishmen did not approve of it,
the Indians could be shot down, for they had no power
to retaliate.
The governor of the Punjab officially approved of the
general's action and the British Parliament passed.an
act of indemnity to give protection to the general from
the consequences of the law. This attitude of the rulers
placed Amritsar in its proper perspective. The velvet
glove was off. The mailed fist was seen in all its naked
ruthlessness. Behind the action of individuals was the
British raj, for the preservation of whose prestige our
men and women had been shot in cold blood.
Later, out of a belated sense of decency, a commission
was appointed "to inquire into" the incident at Jallian-
wala Baug. It was a royal commission appointed by the
Crown. Englishmen sat on it.
It was at this inquiry that an English judge, Mr,
Justice Rankin, asked General Dyer: ''Excuse me put-
ting it in this way, General, but was it not a form of
frightfulness?"
The general replied, "No, it was not. It was a hor-
rible duty I had to perform. I think it was a merciful
thing. I thought that I should shoot well and shoot
strong, so that I, or anybody else, should not have to
shoot again. I think it quite possible I could have dis-
persed the crowd without firing, but they would have
come back again and I should have made what I con-
sider to be a fool of myself."
He added, "I wanted to crush the morale of that
people."
General Dyer was relieved of his command. The